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Principal's Note
Dear Pasadena Families: 
 
I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday with family and
friends. The winter holidays are quickly approaching! This month, we
hope you can join us for the Winter Concert on December 12 at 6:30pm.
The PTA will also host a Scholastic Book Fair from December 9-12, and
students will have an opportunity to visit with their classes.
 
Thank you for attending our American Education Week events to participate in reading and math with
your student. We hope that you were able to gain insight into the classroom for a hands-on experience
of what the day is like for your child. More information regarding our next evening parental
involvement event on January 29 will be shared after the winter break.
 
As the winter holidays approach, please dress your student in layers of clothing for the �uctuating
temperatures and daily outdoor recess (weather permitting). Students will continue to go outside for
recess whenever the weather will allow. Be sure to monitor inclement weather on the AACPS
homepage, and ensure your contact information is updated at the school. In the event of a school
closing, this will help you to receive the information quickly.
 
For safety reasons, a valid state identi�cation is required when visiting the school, and/or signing your
student out prior to the end of the school day. Students will not be called out of class, nor allowed to
leave the property, without proper identi�cation provided to the Main O�ce. Please display the
hanging tag in the car rider line to help expedite dismissal.
 
I hope you have a joyful and memorable holiday season with family and friends. Enjoy the twinkling
lights, festive music, and have a Happy New Year!
 
Happy Holidays,
Jennifer Quirino, Principal
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Important Reminders
Attendance: A note is required stating why your child was absent. When your child has been absent
more than 5 days, a doctor’s note is required. If no absence note is received at school, your child’s
absence will be coded as truant/unlawful. Excessive absences, tardiness, and early dismissals are
reviewed by the Attendance Committee monthly, and may be referred to the school Pupil Personnel
Worker.
 
Seasonal Reminders: Cancellation of school takes place only during extraordinary circumstances
such as extreme weather, equipment failure, or public crisis. The school board and administrators are
aware of the hardship which can be caused by an abrupt cancellation. Therefore, school will not be
canceled unless a signi�cant safety risk has been created by an unusual circumstance. In the event
that conditions cause school to be closed, announcements will be posted on the Board of Education’s
web page (www.aacps.org) immediately. Television and radio stations in the Annapolis, Baltimore, and
Washington areas are noti�ed one hour before normal bus runs. A Connect-Ed message will be sent
out by the Board Of Education. There are times when schools will close earlier than normal. Please
have a plan for your child to follow in case this happens and you are not at home.
 
Emergency Cards: The information on the emergency cards that the o�ce requested at the beginning
of the school year is important to us. Please report any changes in address or telephone numbers
(home or work) to the school o�ce. If during the school year there are any changes regarding who you
would like contacted in the event of an emergency (and we are unable to contact you), please provide
us with the updated information.

http://www.aacps.org/


Flashlight Friday
Reading with a buddy and a
�ashlight is more fun!

Nov. Volunteers
Special thanks to:

Frances Evans
Amber Fortney
Rita Kesner
Amelia Reynolds
Eva Reynolds
Kendall Riebert
Lorraine Tishy
Richard Watts

PTA Movie Night
Thanks for joining us at PTA
Movie Night for "A Beautiful
Day In the Neighborhood."
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Spirit Day is
coming!
Wear PES or blue t-shirt the
�rst Friday of the month.

Unity Day
Notes of kindness for Unity
Day buddy.

Please, no parking
in the fire lane...
This is a reminder that
parking in designated �re
lanes and/or bus loops is
prohibited when dropping
off or picking up.

Reading Corner by Mrs. Cornetti, Literacy
Teacher
Happy December! It’s that time of year when parents, friends, and family
members want to purchase books for students. Please read below
about some quick tips that may be helpful! 
Just-right" books help your child �nd the right reading levels and make
reading more fun.
 
Have your children try the "�ve-�nger test" to select a book at their reading levels:

Have your child choose a book she would like to read.
Then have your child look at a page in the middle.
Tell her to put one �nger down for every word she can't read or doesn't understand. If he/she has
�ve �ngers down, she will need to try different reading levels.
If she has fewer than �ve �ngers down, the book is "just right" and he/she can read it!

 
Your child may want to read a book that is "too hard" based on this test. That's okay. Just make it a
book that you read aloud to her, or that you read together (perhaps alternating pages or chapters; or
she reads, but you sit alongside to answer questions or help her with challenging words). This will help
your child climb to more advanced reading levels!
 
**Just a friendly reminder to join us in reading the “One School, One Book” project. Students are really
enjoying the Friday trivia questions.
 
Due to the holiday break, questions for chapters 4 and 5 will be asked on Friday, December 6. If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact me: scornetti@aacps.org .

mailto:scornetti@aacps.org
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Illness Guidelines: With the arrival of colder weather, we have entered
the cold and �u season. For the health of your child, other students, and
school staff, it is important to know when your child should stay home
due to illness.
 
Students should stay home if they have had any of these symptoms:
• fever of 100 or higher in the past 24 hours
• undiagnosed rash that is accompanied by fever or itching
• bad cough or di�culty breathing
• vomiting or diarrhea within the past 24 hours
• sore throat, with fever or swollen glands in the neck
• symptoms of being sick such as being unusually tired, fussy, pale or had di�culty waking
 
If your child has strep throat or another bacterial infection, he/she should stay home until the
antibiotic has been given for at least 24 hours and your health care provider has given permission for
your child to return to school. We encourage you to seek medical attention when your child is sick and
to follow your health care provider's recommendations about returning to school and other social
activities.
 
Now is the Time for Annual Flu Vaccination: We have started to see a few cases of �u in our students
this fall. Health o�cials recommend annual �u vaccines to protect children and adults from the �u
virus. It is not too late to protect your family from the �u by getting vaccinated now. Flu vaccines are
available at many pharmacies and doctor’s o�ces. As always, if you have any concerns about your
child’s health, please contact the school nurse.
 
Thank you for partnering with us to keep our students healthy and safe. Don’t forget to call the school
o�ce when your child is absent and to send in a note when he/she returns to school!
 
Care for Sick or Injured Children at School: If your child becomes sick after arriving at school, the
school nurse or Health Assistant will call the parent or emergency contact person to come pick up your
child. Your child will be removed from the classroom and must be picked up as soon as possible.
Please consider carefully how you will handle the possibility of your child needing to come home
unexpectedly.
 
In an emergency, the school nurse will call EMS to transport the child to the hospital. It is very
important to keep accurate and current phone numbers on �le for home, work and alternate
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From Mandy Konig, R.N.
Vision & Hearing Screenings: Vision & Hearing screenings will be
done on Wednesday, December 4 for students in Kindergarten, 1st
Grade, and students new to Anne Arundel County Public Schools.
Please make sure your student brings his/her eyeglasses to school
on this day. If you have any questions, please contact the Health
Room.
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emergency contact persons. Please contact the school o�ce if you need to change or add any contact
information.

Movement
Education
Equipment
Our students enjoyed using
this #AACPSAwesome
movement equipment during
Physical Education classes.

Benefits!
Physical activity has positive
effects on students'
motivation, engagement,
and learning, while also
helping them to become
more physically active
overall.

At PES...
Teachers use a variety of
strategies to integrate
movement into lessons daily.

Music Notes
Did you know? The combined results of 30 studies indicate that music
instruction has a signi�cant positive effect on reading –Research in
Music Education, 2008
 
Our Winter Concert is coming soon! It will be held on Thursday,
December 12th in the school cafeteria at 6:30 PM. All parents and family
are welcome to attend. Please see the commitment form that was sent home previously for concert
attire and report times.
 
Does your musician need extra practice points? Are you looking for another festive event for your
family? A free practice sticker/ extra credit will be given to any Instrumental musician who brings Mrs.
Dickinson a program from ANY musical event and can identify what their favorite song was and why.
Below are potential free events to help out.
 
The Bay Winds community band is hosting their FREE public holiday concert at Annapolis High School
on December 10 at 7:30 PM. Category 5 Wind Ensemble is also hosting a free concert at Old Mill HS on
Saturday, December 7 @ 7PM. CBMS and CHS have their Winter concerts at the high school as
follows: CHS Choral-December 9th @ 7PM and CBMS & CHS Instrumental concerts are - December 16-
18 @ 7PM for each.
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Practice: Please remember to encourage your instrumental students to maintain regular practice
habits at home. This can be a very busy and hectic time of year. Students may need more gentle
reminders than usual to practice and maintain their skills. We will be working on different types of
short songs in instrumental music over the coming weeks. Many of them will be perfect pieces for your
young musician to perform for family over the Winter break. Don’t forget to ask for a little solo
performance at home to help encourage your musician.
 
Upcoming events: Our 5th grade students have several exciting opportunities coming in January!
 
The Chesapeake Choral Feeder Festival is for all 5th grade choral students in the Chesapeake Feeder.
This event will be held on January 9th. Permission slips will be sent home very soon! It is a very fun
event that culminates in a wonderful concert performed by a combined ensemble of 5th grade through
12th grade students.
 
The Chesapeake Instrumental Feeder Festival is for 5th grade students in the band or orchestra who
attend Chesapeake feeder schools. This event will be held on Thursday, January 23 (Snow date Jan
27). It is a very fun event that culminates in a wonderful concert performed by a combined ensemble
of 5th-7th & 8th -12th grade students. Permission slips will be sent home soon. Please be on the
lookout for this document so it is turned in in time!
 
Instrument Storage: As we enter the colder months, please keep in mind that exposure to the much
colder air can damage any instrument, as can constant changes in temperature. Transporting the
instrument to and from school should not present any problems, but when instruments are being
stored they should be kept away from heat/ cooling vents, outside doors, windows, & anywhere that
moisture collects. Please try to avoid leaving it in cars for long periods of time as well. Proper storage
will help ensure that your child’s instrument remains in good working order.

#CARE: Care ~ Achieve ~ Respect ~ Engage
PES Vision Statement: We envision Pasadena Elementary to be a school
where we maintain high expectations for academic standards through
rigorous instruction. We will continue to foster a positive, caring school
climate where we respect and value diversity and prepare individuals for
success in higher learning and careers.
 
Anne Arundel County Public Schools NON-DISCRIMINATORY
PRACTICE: The Anne Arundel County Public School System does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex, national origin, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation
or familial status in matters of affecting employment or in providing access to programs.
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